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help conveyed to its victims, and the Moscow authorities; a
struggle which might well be called a fight for truth. Moscow
has been perfectly consistent and wholly untiring in defeating
these endeavours by all the means at its disposal.
It will be readily understood why the Government could
never admit the existence of the famine and thereby the
real conditions in the agricultural districts. It had to do every-
thing possible to discredit statements about the famine. This
has been a special task of the Commissary for Foreign Affairs,
Litvinov, who has admirably fulfilled his task. Thus at the
World Economic Conference in London in the summer of
1933 he informed the assembled statesmen of the world that
Russia was "the only country in the world unaffected by the
economic crisis." Just imagine that when the various countries
were already possessed of authentic information about the
terrible catastrophe in Southern Russia, the Commissary had
the assurance to praise the economic policy and the general
conditions in his country, contrasting them favourably with
conditions in the bourgeois states. He also declared—for the
benefit of those states which were trying forcibly to stimulate
their exports—that Soviet Russia intended shortly to purchase
abroad goods to the value of a thousand million dollars. The
Soviet regime knew by experience that it was impossible to
overestimate the credulity of the bourgeois states and the mutual
jealousy and conflicts which prevailed among them, and its view
was once again confirmed. No one rose to contradict Litvinov.
Even more significant was the attitude of the Soviet delega-
tion a few days later at the London Grain Export Conference.
At this conference the Soviet delegates began a fierce campaign
for the increase of the export quota intended for Russia from
25 to 85 millions of bushels. Although Russia has latterly
shown that she is in a position to export grain even at a time
of the severest famine, it was nevertheless obvious that she
could not export much, and that the request for an export
quota of 85 million bushels was made solely for propaganda

